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THE LAST MILE 


The twin dramas of birth and death, supreme in interest since the dim dawn of 
human experience, held the spotlight on the world stage in mid-February. The Death 
Watch centered in San Quentin prison, California. The Baby Watch was kept by several 
hundred excited Britons milling about the gates of Buckingham Palace, London. And, 
strangely, if reports are true, the fate of the notorious Jewish "red light" bandit, 
kidnapper and rapist Caryl Chessman, as gauged by coverage in London newspapers, 
outweighed in news value the arrival of the first baby born to a reigning British 
monarch in 103 years. 

Oakland Tribune, Feb. 10: "OBSCURE MURDERER TO JOIN CHESSMAN*S *LAST MILE? 
WALK. Nine days from today, if everything goes according to schedule, a hard-faced 
convict named Caryl Chessman will make the long walk to the ‘little room at the end 
of the hall? =--San Quentin's gas chamber. Chessman will not walk alone. He will not 
die alone....Another man is scheduled to meet the same fate at the same hour in the 
same room, He*s Donald Cash, 32, a confessed murderer who has been on Death Row only 
since April 8, 1959, as compared with the marathon 113 years for Chessman..." 

San Quentin prison and Governor Brown's office were bombarded with letters, 
petitions, telephone calls and telegrams in Chessman’s behalf, many of them from for- 
eign countries. Local demonstrations ranged from the march of placard-carrying 
pickets to the grand flourish of a rodeo rider who took to the road from San Fran- 
cisco to Sacramento, picking up "spare-Chessman't signatures along the way. Asso- 
ciated Press stated that bookmakers in Las Vegas, Nevada were "wagering even money 


and take choice-=-that the condemned convict goes to the gas chamber or is grant- 
ed a reprieve. The betting was reported to be brisk," 


The widespread demand for clemency for Chessman=--reminiscent of the clamor to 
save the traitors Julius and Ethel Rosenberg--ranks as a phenomenon with the sudden 
worldwide outcry against an alleged resurgence of Nazi anti-Semitism, and carries 
echoes of that wave of hysteria in the reaction of Carl Sandburg, signer of a save=- 
Chessman petition, as pointed up by an AP dispatch from Flat Rock, North Carolina 
last January: "Carl Sandburg, gentle-mannered poet and Lincoln biographer, said Wed- 
nesday he is opposed to capital punishment—but ‘was for’ a death sentence for any 
man caught painting a swastika on a synagogue...’Make the arrest and trial as quick 
as possible, then death and extinction,* he said...Furthermore, he said, he would 
authorize anybody catching a man painting a swastika on a synagogue to shoot him on 
the spot, ‘and if I were on the jury I would acquit him.** 

It would seem that only the compelling power of organized international Jewry 
could press the button guaranteed to flash a signal around the globe and call forth 
the required tear-jerking pleas while Chessman--isolated from a world that in the in- 
terval since the setting of his first execution date had taken to jet traffic on the 
skyways—slowly trudged his Last Mile behind the prison walls. With time running 
out on his appointment with death at 10 a.m., Friday, February 19th, this compelling 
force played up the time-worn Chessman case to more=-than-even competition with the 
Finch-Tregoff murder trial, which was rated sufficiently sensational to warrant the 
weekly flashing through the skies of Dorothy Kilgallen, one of the brightest stars 
in journalism's galaxy, in shuttle flight between her Broadway-gossip beat and the 
Los Angeles County Court House ("I*11 see you in the courtroom tomorrow mo Pd 
was her Sunday-night tag line on the New York television show What's My Line? ). 

On Feb.19 the celebrated murder trial faded fromthe limelight as banner headlines 
announced the termination of Death Watch and Baby Watch: BROWN GRANTS CHESSMAN 
60-DAY REPRIEVE. ..eQUEEN ELIZABETH*S BABY BORN--IT'S A BOY! 

‘Fear of demonstrations against President Eisenhower when he visits Uruguay 
March 2 played a vital factor in the reprieve of Caryl Chessman early today," ran an 
Associated Press dispatch from Washington, “World opinion has gone almost solidly 
against the United States in the Chessman case...Protests came from Latin America, 
Particularly Brazil, which also is on the President's itinerary for his South Ameri- 
can tour."* The dispatch made it clear that it was the Uruguayan reaction that caused 
Roy R. Rubottom, Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs to yarn Gov. 

by telegram of the State Department's grave concern that anticipated hostile 
demonstrations by student elements and others over execution of Chessman would mar 
the Presidential visit. 

So the matter of the Chessman reprieve was settled upon the basis of "What will 
the neighbors think?‘', Gov, Brown tossed the question of his fate to the Legislature 
with a request for abolishment of the death penalty, and Eisenhower got off happily, 
and literally, to a flying start on his goodwill swing through South America, with 
the orchestra section of the Navy Band in attendance to sound ruffles and flourishes 
appropriate to princely progress. The stage was set for a repeat performance of the 
success achieved in India, which Mr. A.K. Chesterton has so well described in the 
December 18, 1959 issue of Candour, published at 10 Dingwall Road,Croydon, England: 

" The look of rapture on the Presidential face as he was wafted through the 
streets of Ankara, Karachi and New Delhi (duly reflected on the T.V. screen) must 
have made all but the most misanthropic glad that Eisenhower would be unlikely to 
know that not one in ten thousand of the welcoming millions would be able to pro~ 
hounce his name, define his nominal function, or even point to the United States on 
&map of the world. The show was the thing, the occasion for a holiday. And as the 
Centre=piece of a show Eisenhower does well enough and indeed better than most. 


are is thet superbly uninhibited smile of his, the product of a mind unclouded 


The South American tour had its bad moments, however. An air collision claimed 
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61 lives including those of of the orchestra section of the Navy Band who were en 
route to Rio de Janeiro to play at the dinner and reception Eisenhower planned for 
President Kubitschek at the American Embassy. Thousands in Brazil roared "Vivag" to 
Ike, but in Buenos Aires.500 Peronists jeered and battled police at the approach af 
the Presidential cars; in Chili extra guards were put on special alert as a plot on 
his life was rumored; in Uruguay police used tear gas and fire hoses on anti- 
Eisenhower demonstrators in an otherwise enthusiastic welcome. 

Meanwhile, in California, Governor Brown, sensing the chill of unfavorable reac- 
tion at Sacramento to his reprieve for Chessman and his determination to call a spec- 
ial session of the Legislature to consider ending capital punishment, made headlines 
in defense of his actions: "BROWN SAYS REPRIEVE TAMED LATIN RIOT, (How many more 
fire hoses, what quantities of tear gas would have been required for Eisenhcwer's 
protection if the scheduled execution had been carried out?) Said Hugh M. Burns, 
Democrat of Fresno, Senate president dy tem, "Well just kick it out of the window 


anc go home, just as we have repeate turned down_bills to al ital punisa- 
nentein the’ past. i am convinced the vernor has let the people of Cal = 


down in refusing to carry out the laws of this State." 

Public reaction was expressed in at least one instance in the h of Brown 
in effigy on a county court house lawn, and Letters to the Editor of the San Francisx 
Examiner sizzled: "The Governor ‘chickened out? on his responsibility after stating 
there was nothing he could do in the matter unless he was directed to do so. The 
reason now given for granting the stay of execution is ridiculous. If our President 
cannot visit foreign countries without being endangered simply because the laws of 
this nation have been carried out, then it is time for him to stay at home," "When 
the State Department hides behind the pants of a well-dressed criminal in the name 
of foreign diplomatic relations, it is a sad situation in my book. I am surprised 
that Chessman has not been offered the Nobel Peace Prize to complete the tribute to 
his martyrdom."* ‘Between Chessman and Finch our courts are becoming a three-ring 
circus that any two-bit criminal can go into and make a laughing stock of justice. 

To think that this has taken on such importance that Chessman's life must be saved so 
that President Eisenhower can enjoy a pleasant trip to South America is unbelievable," 
"It seems to me that the recent developments in the Chessman case give us a preview 
of what might happen to the United States were the Connally Reservation to be done 
away with. What matters could be more tessentially within the domestic jurisdiction!® 
than the Chessman case in particular and the whole question of capital punishment in 
general? Nevertheless, we have allowed an unwarranted interference of foreign coun- 
tries and members of the Federal Government to control and even abrogate due process 
of law in the State of California." 

This last Letter to the Editor brings us to the most sinister aspect of the 
Chessman affair, carried out as it was on the basis of "What will the neighbors 
think?", It does indeed give a preview of what we may expect in the event that our 
domestic matters are thrown into the United Nations* World Court through repeal oF 
the Connally Reservation, which reads: "As determined by the United States." A Worid 
Court must necessarily have an international police force to enforce its ultimatums 
in every nation in the manner of Eisenhower's use of the U.S. Army for a bayonet 
charge into Little Rock, Arkansas to enforce the Supreme Court’s violation of States? 
Rights. The possibilities of interference by alien judges motivated by alien con- 
cepts of law and justice are limitless and horrifying. They could conceivably de- 
liver integration s that would spell the doom of the white race. They could 
operate to open prison doors for the loosing of dangerous criminals upon society, 
while decreeing the death penalty (a la the "gentle poet" Carl Sandburg) for the 
mildest display of anti-Semitism. They could wreck the Constitutional foundations of 
our Republic, sweeping away the gains of centuries of application of the principles 
of Anglo=Saxon Common Law. The new slogan "World Peace through World Law" sets the 
stage for a drama in which Uncle Sam is cast in the role of a condemned prisoner 
walking his Last Mile. 

And International Jewry is hopeful and expectant. An editorial in the March 11, 
1960 issue of B'nai Btrith Messenger runs: "THE SHADOW OF HAMAN. Purim, the Feast 
of Lots, one of the most joyous of Jewish festivals will be ushered in at Sunset, 
smarday, March 12. Goning this year after an unexpected rash of anti-Semitic inci- 
dents throughout the world, fortunately for humanity, faded out in acts of deface-~ 
ment of synagogues with swastikas--the last resort of feeble, infantile minds,perhaps 
this Purim should be much more joyful. Perhaps in our celebration we may hang the 
effigies of Haman, Hitler, Nasser and the Rockwells higher than ever, Perhaps the 
shadows of these bigots, swinging in the bright sunshine of justice and respect for 
the dignity of the human personality, may prove to the world that bigotry, and geno- 
cide, darkens, nay blackens and besmirches the path of man on the way to civlization,'! 


AS OF THIS WRITING: passage of Senate Resolution 94 to repeal the Connally Res- 
ervation appears to be stalled due to an avalanch of protests. Undoubtedly it will 
lapse into slumber with other tricky "sleepers" designed to accomplish the same end, 
awaiting developments that will catch the public off guard. California has not 
abolished capital punishment. Caryl Chessman's new execution date--his ninth--has 
been set for May 2nd and his lawyers have begun new legal maneuvers. The Finch- 
Tregoff murder trial ended in a deadlocked jury; is set for retrial on May 23rd. 
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"THERE*LL ALWAYS BE AN ENGLAND" captioned a miniature cartoon in the San Fran- 
Cisco Examiner depicting a flagstaff, planted on the map of England, flying the Unim 
Jack at top=-mast and under it a succession of white banners all the way down to the 
laundry basket resting on the ground. In the same column Associated Press announced: 
A Prince was born today to Queen Elizabeth II, Bells » guns and bonfires signaled 
the nation's rejoicing..sThe little newcomer becomes second only to his ll-year-old 
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brother, Prince Charles,in the line of succession to the throne and Princess Anne,9, 
drops back to third place." And,though the dispatch did not mention the fact,Prin- 
cess Margaret drops back to the position that awaited her at birth in August, 1930. 

A worn and yellowed copy of the San Francisco Chronicle headlines: "BRITISH 
HAIL BIRTH OF YORK PRINCESS. CHILD BORN AT GLAMIS CASTLE, ANCIENT SEAT OF MACBETH. 
~eeThe new Princess of York becomes automatically fourth in the line of succession to 
the British throne, according to most authorities, though some experts hold that she 
is comheir with her 4-year-old sister, the Princess Elizabeth, who is third in line. 
In any case she certainly displaces her uncles, the Duke of Gloucester and Prince 
Geprge and her aunt, Princess Mary....When news came of the birth of the new Princess 
one was irresistibly reminded of the line, "In thunder, lightning or in rain,’ for 
she was born in the midst of a terrific thunderstorm in Glamis castle,associated with 
the name of Macbeth, Thane of Glamis and of his victim, King Duncan...On the top of 
Hunter*s Hill,which dominates the Howe of Strathmore, the great heap of fuel was 
piled by the chief forester and farmers for the beacon fire that announced the birth 
of the Princess. When lighted it could be seen for a hundred miles out over the Nort. 
Sea and across the Perthshire Highlands..." 

The world has witnessed the march of 30 years of scientific progress since that 
stormy night. A UPI dispatch reports that cameras and microphones be set up in 
historic Westminster Abbey on May 6th for the first live telecast of a royal wed- 
ding-=that of Princess Margaret; while another dispatch from Jodrell Bank, England 
states: "Princess Margaret today switched on the transmitter of America's Pioneer V 
and heard its signals from 1,040,000 miles out in space. Her private visit to the 
giant radio telescope had been arranged before the launching of Pioneer V, and the 
time of the visit was changed to permit her to hear the satellite's signal." 

First photographs of Britain's new Prince were released today,showing him to be 
‘the image of his mother‘t, and his name was announceds Andrew Albert Christian Edward. 

Will there always be an England? Will the Republic of the United States survive 
and go on to a greater destiny? The prospect is brights in the long-range view af- 
forded by the Bible’s giant prophetic telescope, probing the future across the 
centuries, these two great officially-Christian nations are not walking their Last 
Mile. Rather, that Last Mile is the course of tyranny now pursued roughshod by the 
enemies of Christian civilization, driven to near-frenzy, perhaps, by subconscious 
recognition of the fact that time for them is running out, 
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"DO THE BLACK SHEEP LEAD THE FLOCK?" --asks Examiner feature-writer Monique Benoit, 
who advises the perplexed and the lovelorn on everything from marital difficulties to 
teenage problems ("Dear Monique: My husband never shows me any affection at all..." 


"Dear Monique: I am a girl of 17 in high school and have liked a boy for two years 


who won't even give me a tumble..."*). In the instance titled as above, a lady from 
Portugal wrote: "I see women just from the beauty parlors and dressed {n expensive 


clothes who become tigers as they holler and push to buy things in stores...Is this 
typical of women over here?" Answered Monique in sweet innocence: "No, of course 
not, but the black sheep stand out in any flock." I have an eerie f prophetic feel- 


ing that Monique is going to hear more of this--probably from the NAACP. 
Items: Reno, Nev., Feb. 22-~A blackface minstrel show was canceled by a Lutheran 
church when the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People threaten- 


ed to picket the pers 
juror in the Finch-Tregoff murder trial ad- 
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ens Loe aa t... because of racial slurs. 

eration Lunchcounter", staged by yo Negro demonstrators against segregated 
food service, continues to spread throug the South. In North and South Carclina,the 
oe » Tennessee, Florida, Alabama, Arkansas, it runs the gamut from sitdown 
occupation to mob violence, markedly under the leadership of Negro tator Martin 
luther King dre, who, in turn looks for inspiration to oe cel goly, as witness a 
special report in the March 3,1960 issue of the Jewish weekly Heritage,published in 
los Angeles: "JEWS TAKE LEADERSHIP AS CIVIL RIGHTS CHAMPS. In the Jew, the Negro hes 
found a great champion of civil rights, according to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
of Atlanta, in Southern California last week for a series of speaking engagements. 
Because he is a member of a minority prone Mipesk =, bbe Jew is more kee: aware and 
sensitive to the abuses of civil rights, Dr. King said. He pointed out that the 
Present head of the NAACP is Albert A, Spingarn, a Jew." 


HELL ON SATIDDY NIGHT. ‘The white man boss who professes wonderment at the 
pepectty of his Negro employe to raise so much unmitigated hell every week-end hears 
this explanation: *Boss, if you could be a nigger for jes* one Satiddy night, you'd 
never want to be a white man agtin3’ That story portrays the ‘earthiness’? of the 
Negro character, the preference for living in the flesh rather than in the mind," 
(Page 165 of The Case For the South by William D. Workman, Jr., published by Devin- 
Adair Co.) Perhaps the anecdote sheds light on the recent episode (although it hap- 
pened on a Monday night) in which Lena Horne made front-page headlines: INSULTED 
LENA FIGHTS. Beverly Hills (UPI)--"Negro singer Lena Horne took offense at remarks 
about her race last night in a restaurant and hurled a hurricane lamp, dishes and 
ashtrays at a man sitting nearby....* (Have fun, Lena!) 

REBEL: YELL -—- "Faubus for President{" Itts echoing throughout Dixie, and in 
California, and points north of the Mason & Dixon line. Independent Southern news- 
Papers are taking it up. “Faubus For President" lapel buttons are coming into style, 
As the drive gains momentum let us not forget to give credit where credit is due: 
porn no s individual has done more to promote it than President Eisenhower 

d when he e his famous bayonet charge into Little Rock in the fall of 1957, 
T MILE. AP,March 13, Land's md, ands: "tPocket=sized J Musgrave today wn 
the may foot race down the length of Britain, outstripping a field of 700 who set 
out. Feb, from John O*Groats: on the extreme north tip of Scotland. He raised enough 
Steam to jog-trot the last 100 yards to the finish and a money prize of 1,000 pounds. 





